Rachel Smith

6-03-08

MEDT 3401-02

Project 8
Part A

I can see that technology has changed the lives of many students by viewing this video. Students who are visually impaired have really benefited from computers. They can use a screen enlarger to see the screen on the computer. These students can also have the computer read the words on the screen for them. From this, they can use the computer just like anybody else.

Students who have physical disabilities will also benefit from the advancement in technology. Students who are unable to use one or both arms can talk to the computer, and it will type what they say. This can help students write papers faster. Overall, technology has greatly benefited many students’ lives.

Part B
Alternative keyboards have many advantages for students. Keyboards can have changing overlays to help students do many activities. These overlays are usually in bigger print so students will be able to see more clearly which button they need to push.

Students who are in wheelchairs can also benefit from alternative keyboards. They can have overlays mounted on a wheelchair tray. This is a wonderful help, because many people in wheelchairs have trouble using a keyboard. Another keyboard that is great for students who have trouble moving around is the BAT keyboard. They will be able to use this keyboard with one hand and have access to every letter in the alphabet.
Part C
1.1-1.3


This situation with this student can be solved by using alternative keyboards. The keyboard that would work well with this situation is the BAT keyboard. It is useful for students who do not have wide range of motion. The main advantage using this keyboard would be that this student would be able to do many more activities that will help her become more knowledgeable about a subject. Also, she would be able to participate with the rest of the class. The teacher should have the student work with others in the classroom. The interaction will help all the students learn more. 
2.1-2.3

Mr. Allgood could use many technology based strategies in this project. One thing he could use is a video. The student would have to watch the video on the computer of a science experiment, and then re-create a video demonstrating and explaining the experiment, and the math and science behind it. The advantage of using this technology is the student would be learning the science material and using imagination and creating at the same time. In class, the students could get together and work on the project. They would all have different roles in creating the video showing their own unique way of learning.
3.1-3.3

To help the teacher with this problem, a computer-based game or simulation would be best for the students. It will get the students involved and motivated. They will be more willing to work on their math skills if they feel that it is a game. The students would benefit greatly because they will start understanding the math concepts and want to play the games. In this situation, the students should work individually. The students can each have their own computer and access the game from their computer.
4.1-4.3

A simple but wonderful way the teacher can go about helping these students is through Microsoft Paint and Windows Movie Maker. Since the students cannot read very well, they can get the book on tape. Then to show that they learned the material, the painter can paint out the sequence of event on Microsoft Paint. The photographer can take pictures of things around his town to show the sequence of events. He can put his photographs in the Movie Maker to share what he has learned from a certain social studies topic. The teacher will know if the students felt more positive about other works because the teacher is helping meet the needs of those students. He shows them through this that he cares about their needs.

5.1-5.3

Mr. Zircone can help his student by using a computer program in his classroom or a hand-held computer. The student can type what he/she wants to say and the computer will say it out loud. This will help other classmates interact with this student. The other students will see that the voice impaired student has a lot of knowledge to offer. For a social studies activity, the nonverbal student could write a paper and then have the computer read it out loud to the other classmates.

Part D

My understanding of these experiences has really changed. I knew that it would be hard for people with disabilities to use technology, but not to that extreme. It was really hard for me to read anything on the page. I think that is wonderful that there are screen enlargers for visually impaired people and programs where the computer can read information to them. This really helps them out a great deal. From this technology, students can enhance their learning and learn more about a subject. Since they are unable to read many things because of their vision they can now be given equal opportunities of learning through this technology. 

The second simulation confused me because there were many things going on at one time. I really know how an attention deficit student feels now. Technology can really help a student out with this. You can find programs that do not have a lot of things on the screen at one time to help the students focus. I think it is great there are wonderful ways to help these students.
